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TRAVEL CHECELIST

ONE YEAR AHEAD

Start research, uiing webalten, gubdobooiks,
tranved agenta

Create a budget. Figure out what youTl need
per diny for room. food mnd sghteesing.
Slart asving, Open o savings aceouril fuist for
yoLr Vs

Consult & calendar of events Lo check wiether
there are places you wont 1o be —or avold

I you're going abroad, consider tiking & for-
elgn lampuage course. For keas, gobo
latimes.comlangidage

SIX MONTHE AHEAD
Check your passport. [Fyou are brvveling out-
shdo the U8, make sure 1§ i5 st valid. {Some
eounires requing i passport that's valid for et
jeast gix rmorths from date of bravel } Malos
sure you huove enowgh pages; somi countries
recpuire g cortain mumber of Diank pages foo
vizas. Apply lor & new passport (theme's & new
forrn that Arst-time sppicants mast wee sturt-
ing Tuesdny) or renew it, If neceasary, Por
forrnntion: wnee frasel slale

o

Buy hiking or wilking shoes, 80 you hove
enpugh time o break them in

Do wou noed shots? Check early with & doctor
or i travel medicine specinlist

Contact forelgn or domestic touriam offices
junose Jalintes. commyullisategrd de 0T o gt
information and maps

Lok at your cumers equipment and consider
whnt else you might need. e Svery nw piece
af equiprment &t least twice before you Lravel
Eequiat e off Mo work.

THREE MONTHS AHEAD
Vinit o trevel ngent to arrange vour trip. Oruise
the Web th book tickets and hotel

When you book your trip, conskier buying
Erovel IEsurmmoe,

Apply for viaes, if nesded.

Skelch ont a rough dally itinerary of what
weon 'l Hlee Lo mese AN o,

Start a fle of important papers and cOnmun-
cabions (with copies of confirmation marmbers)
and keep it in o safe plice. Or oreate a6 slee-
itronde Me wned scan in this info, I you're takdng
your smart phone, crente an easy-to-gooess e
with afl this iInformation.

Check with your phone provider (o see what
you'll need o rdke calls aenad

ONE MONTH AHEAILD
Bet up an e-mall pooount aocessibile anwhers
In Lhe worlkd

Check with jour bank to sss whether your
AT card will work abroad and whether you
will nour currency fees for withdrawing. Check
with your credit cand company toa; make gure
I Jenvws you will be abroad and Snd out
whether your csond ol wor

Maks kennel reservations for Fhuffy and Fido

Finnlize alr, hotel and rental car reservalions.

If this |s & driving trip, hove o mechanic cheek |

AL G,

Conalder your wardrobe, Do you have

printe elothing o your destination?

If traveling abropd, visit the U8 State D-Er.ul't-
ment's website for travelers, terean irapel
siabe.por. Check out it advice for overssas
truwvel and vour destination. And registor with
its Smart Traveler Enmllment Program.
Make you have enough mediention. Also
check b0 see whether pou are covered I you
nead ealtheares awny from home

ONE WEEK AHEAD
Put a veeation stop on your newspaper, (B00]
LATIMES [528-4837) or myaccounifalimes
comlogin.do,
Requoest & ol on madl dellvery from the post
office, You can do it online: Aifpe:(feodd
miil wrpe comBoldmailTandingWisndo
Cibve coples of your Hinerarbes to two or three
relatives or friends who can help If there's an
EmeErgEney. AlLo give & ooy o & nelghbor in
case there's an emengency ot your hinss
Verlly hotel, car and alrline reservations
Make sure your trip dooumentailon Le in one
falder in your carry-on. Inchude coples of
confirmations, copées of passporis, maps,
telephane numbers and addmsses and pre-
soripions for medbeations and eyeglasses. Or
store it all on a thasmb drive. Or bedh
Print & copy of smergendy conboceta ol hoeme
and puf it In it 2arme folder
E-mall yourself scana of your important docu-
St o o s O T et B Phak merruidl

Gear up for the road

By Tenny GARDNER > From roadside emergency beacons
to cameras or devices that improve your snapshots, some gadgets
are worthy road companions. Here are some that stood out last
month at the Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas,

or & photo-shiring gite { such us Pace-

OnStar “Blue Button book) whenever the card is in Wi-Fl mnge.

For rearview mirror, which offers nayige- Compatible with PCs and Macs
tion, emergency assltance and aiito - $100

mntie erash response Price . Rt
Avallable for non-03 and older Gk Infioy, avmilabdlity: wacen epe

wehicles inspring 200 OnBiar servies i
activated when a customer subscriises,
OnStar mirror is certifed for 80% of the
top B sslling non-0iM vehicles stnce 00
itnchwding many Hondas, Fords, Dodges,
Chryslers and Toyotas)
Featuras: Stolen velilcie loeation LEsIs-
ance, emergency and roadalde services,
hands-free callingwith Bheetooth connss-
tivity amd turn-by-bum navigation (for
099 n month)

Price: $300 plus installation. Service
pilans will stort ot $18.95a month or$2ida

:“r Canan ULE.A
Info, iELonstarieom,
nan-C8 and older G vehiches In spring Canon PowerShot A3300 IS

A digital camera

Features: 32 predefined shooting sitos-
tHons, suich ag portralt, setion and low
light. Also T20p high-defvideo

Price: 350

Inifie, e ilnlbdl iy erein o cEnom. o0,
early March

Pooket Xshot

A telessoping eamera extender similarto
amanapod

Fealures: Extencds your reach wp o 3074
inehies; works with all point-and-shool
digital cameras wekning bess than 1'%
pounds

Price: 25

Info, mvmilability: o rsd ofpdecom,
now

Speakal Cool iPig
An {PhonePod dock and sound system

Features: Bensors adfust volume or
change funes with a wave of Uhe hand
Price: §160 (Iniro price)

Irife, mvallablity: weew speakal com, now

TeegyOanpHER

Etén TurboDyne Road Torq

& solf-powered emergency bescon and
roadsids spot ight

Features: Crank-powersd LED spatiight
an & folding tripod with n Mnshing beacon
Price: Aboul 40

Philips ChargeOn Battary
o, svailabliity: cmeedoncorp. comm, Paclk Kit
pecond quarter 2010

Abackup battery

Features; Doubles bottery capuelty af
Eye-Fi Explore X2 Wireless - | ices inclures charger, hase,
Memory Card BB andwall charger
A camers Wi-Fl mensgry card Price:$80

 Peatures: B3 B memory card wirslessly I, ovallablllty: iciin asaphilipe oom,

uploads pholos and videos o A computer  now

Griffin Technology Woogie
A speaker and stuffed antmal
Features: Spealer with a probective
pouch for [Phone and [Ped Touch
Price: 20

Info, svallebdlity: e grifintechnology
S, o

Broffo Spiderpodium

A gndge Bolder

Fesiures: Podium, holster and grip his
aight Nesible, spdder-Hioe arms Lo Stand
gadgeis up ar suspend them fromn
elrplane or carseat back

Price: §20
Tafe, pvallnbility: e breffo.com, now

Wilson Electronies
MaobilaPro Cellular Signal
Booster

A cellubar and dats reseption boorter
Peatures: Prwered by avehicks cignnetts
Hghter. AC outlet or USE port, Regquires
no inatalintion

Price: $300

Infi, pvallability: wisiedlsonelecironics
0T, T

Wilnan Wavriromce

Loksak al.oksak

A waterproof gadget protector
Features: Various size plastls bags pro-
tect mnammay of electmonic gadgets and
valuables

Priee:; $E49-517 08 [ for Uwo aF Lhiree ss0xs,
diepemnding on size)

Indo, mvalab Iy e loXaek coim, now

Dexim iBlueK Blustooth
keyboard

A protective leather cose and beybonrd
for (Pad

Featurea: Almoat full-sise magnetis
Bhoetoath Reyhaard with as much s 5
hours of byping time

Price: $36

Info, mmailnhdiityr i dexien mef, now

uw:*_ .-u intimes com

Pros and cons of travel apps

By TeErry GARDNER >»* With an app and & smart phone,
you'll find it easy to plan your [amily vacation. You can bock a
flight, reserve a hotel room, find a mall, soout an advanture or rent
a car while lounging at your favorite diner or waiting for that four-
some to play through. The spps below work on Apple iPhones, iPed
Touches and iPads; availability of BlackBerry and Android versions
are also noted. :

Southwest Airlines

Pros: Book flights, eserye rental cars,
track polnt status, recetve Ding! Alerts
Cona: Unable o book Rapid Rewards
Mights

Coxt: Free

Info: smeae southeest comftmitnoe]

~srirasmobdle himl works with Bleck-
Borruoand Ancdrmeld

Alaska Airlines

Proa: Bchedule Might notiflcations, gemer-
ate hoarding passes. select seats

Cons: Unabbe U bosok Nights, track mile-
age or send push notiflentions

Cost: Free

Iafe: e aloskaaircominemolbdle
apprasp; works with BlackBermy

Point Insida

Proa: Mups and Infio lor avre than K5
alrports and T80 shopping malis

Cona: Con't provide ol maps at Lhls tirme
Cost: Fres

Info: pointinside com; works with An-
drakd

Airbnb

Proa: Baow umilcpee lndgings through this
e mermibership site; scroll through
lstings or search by destination

Cona: Bearches in the wrong place Ifit
doean’t recognize 8 destinniion

Crsnt: Fres

Info: wiste airbab commobileAphone;



